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is on fire," wrote George Ticknor, "I never be-
fore knew what a popular excitement can be." As
fast as possible militia were hurried South. The
crack New York regiment, the famous, dandified
Seventh, started for the front amid probably the
most tempestuous ovation which until that time
was ever given to a military organization in Amer-
ica. Of the inarch of the regiment down Broad-
way, one of its members wrote, "Only one who
passed as we did, through the tempest of cheers
two miles long, can know the terrible enthusiasm
of the occasion."
To reach Washington by rail was impossible.
The Seventh went by boat to Annapolis. The
same course was taken by a regiment of Massa-
chusetts mechanics, the Eighth. Landing at An-
napolis, the two regiments, dandies and labor-
ers, fraternized at once in the common bond of
loyalty to the Union. A branch railway led
from Annapolis to the main line between Wash-
ington and Baltimore. The rails had been torn
up. The Massachusetts mechanics set to work to
relay them. The Governor of Maryland protested.
He was disregarded. The two regiments toiled to-
gether a long day and through the night follow-
ing, between Annapolis and the Washington June-